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Miscellaneous Military Information

Introduction * )
Tests of New A.A. Cuns in TATIShChEVO
Reactions of Soviet Troops in Austria to:-
H STALIN's Death
- (b) BERIYa's Arrest. .
Morale of Officers and Other Ranks
Attitude towards Women Aux:.l:.a.r:.es

:i.n the Anned Fomea

Tests of New A.A. Guns in TATISICHEVO in 1951

2.

TATIShCHEVO Training Camp in SARATOV Province he leamed about tests being

/ : _ ) »
- oarried oit on new A.A. guns in a neighbouring military camp. . He said that in

’ August or September, 1951, almost every night-he and his fellow soldiers heard

the roar of guns from the neigh'bm’xring training grounds and shooting ianées. .
_When the recruits asked their officers what it was they were told not to ask too
m questions, that hew guns were being tested and that the matter was very
seoret. Informant learned more detgils fram the N.C.0.'s later. They told

him that the guns were designed by an engineer from the Lotor Vehicle Factory

at Gomu.y (comcovsxl}b.v:rozé.von, abbre iafced GAZ) and manufactured there.

Aoccording to the N.C.0.'s the guns were still being tested to :';mprove accuracy
and speed ‘of fire: they were very secret and would be\.a‘grea‘Lt surpr.ise to the |
enemy. Infomant. did not know any details concerning|the guns. He nc\aticed‘

that they fired in bursts "like ﬁmhine-guns" but appe red to be of a rt;i?her h’eayy’

oalibre. He never saw them. : \

|

/Reactions of Soviet «.:
\ .

B
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Reaotiona of Sov:.ct Troops in. Austria. to'

(a) STALIN' s Death

5‘- - Informant seid that he and- a.ll hls f‘ellow soldiera were deeply

impressed and soddened by aTALIN's death: "He was a vexy good man,

" he created new things in :fussia~e.nd won' many victorles Inromant
wag unable, however, - to specn‘y what the "new things" were, and he -
did not say whether they were good or bad. Thi.s‘ attitude was
reminiscent of thet of a- Rxssian peaaant towards the good Fa.ther Czaxr",

The J Arrest of FERIYa = N o
Informant's opihion about BERIYa'sarmst ‘was also vexy “Msi@".
He said that neither he nor his friends were impreas.ed. My took the’
view that those in authority knew best and that maxn'w‘n.a traitor.
| .‘Infozmnt and his frienda were not interested in such matters and did

'not diacuss it because they were too tired a.nd too buay.

Morele of Officers and Other 'Raxika

5. Informant respects officers and - mlly appmciates their mle in the
Amed Pomes. He considers that Field Unit ofﬁ.oers educate a.nd J.ook a.fter their
men. e’ only officers whom he d:.slikes are thoae of the Administmtsve f'onna- '
tiona and above all /the C.E. personnel. L He believes that married offioers in
Austria are more oontented since th.eir wives were allowed to Join them The
first wives: an'yved in autumn;, 1953. In January. 195&-, the scheme was . audd.enly
gtopped, but aoon af‘temxﬁa a"second batch arrived. . The arrival of “the of'ficers
‘wives: also proved an edvantage for Other Ranks since the hugbands beuame less
strict in peri‘oming their ohecking \ ies, night contiols," etc..

6. - Accordmg e Inf‘ormant, morale was rather low among Other Ranks.‘:in-‘bis

| Tﬁey were ‘oveﬁvdrked. tired, and had no

"unit and in the other rear f‘ormat::mns.{l :

amusementa. Their’ only enter‘talmnent \waq vodka, which wag delivered to them by
"the civﬂian Russum personnel and the yzLuetrmns. _ Dr.lnk:lng was not allowed,
.hawever, and dmnknrda were: considered de.-noralised and sent baok to Russia.

7. '. Informant ment:loned as a pOSlthe feature the kvery strong esprit de
corps ito be found everywhere among. the personnel of the Amed Torces. Inaide
the Amy, he said, a good soldier never betrays his com. '75'.. ' Therefore When
officers investigate auch matters as bottle parties, a.asoi:iation with Austrian
women, fighting, etc., they find little assistence among ﬁ\he other| sold:.ers.
L /1f there is ...
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If there is a "misﬁnderstanding“ 'Detween a 'rﬁember of the ,‘ Armed Forces (offiCef
or other rank) a.nd a civilian, other members of the Forces will alwa.ys take the
part of the sewlcenan, whether he is f‘rom ‘the same branch of the Serv1ce or not.

Also, generally speakmg, mllrtary personnel are umted :Ln a deep hatred of the

hilitia. axﬁ }.V.D. personnel and, above all, ’chelr ovn countex‘-esplonage«ofﬁcers.-

Attitude towards Women. Auxiliaries . in the :%xﬁed Forces ‘

8. Informant stated that women serving ﬁth the Armmed Fomes were very
unpopular among the other ra.nks He sald that the main reasons f'or this
unfriendly. and often hostile attitude ware, ﬁrstly, that female 0. R. s made no
'a.ttempt-to conceal the fa.et that they despised O.R. S, and secondly, t}hat they"
were weli paid (1,200 Aust;ien shillings per mc_mth) and "robbed'.ojf"fieers of their

money" .
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